Muhammad al-ldrisi

Muslim Geographer and Cartographer

Muhammad al-ldrisi was born in 1100 in Ceuta, Morocco into the
Hammudid Dynasty that ruled Malaga until 1157. Al-Idrisi was an
avid traveler who journeyedtoNorthern Africa, Spain, and even "
Turkey at the age of 16. He i's known to have studied in Cordova,
Spain and p055|bly taught in Constantlne Algerla His most nota-

ble achievements were accomplished during hisitime in the ser-
vice of the Norman king, Roger Il of Sicily. Roger Il was interested in geography and became al-Idrisi’s pri-

= ~mary financial sponsor. During this time worklng in King Roger II’s court, al- Idr|5| acmeved his greatest

-SUCCESSES

. A Silver Planisphere* showing the known world in the 12" Century.
- LA World I\/Iap** divided into 7 climate zones and 10 lines of longitude.

1. The Book of Roger, that served as a geographic guide to the Planisphere.

These were all completed by January 1154 before Roger II’s death. Unfortunately, the pIanlsphere has _
veen lost, but al- drisi's books and maps have survived, prowdlng modern-day geographers a gllmpse |nto

oW peopIe percerved the world aImost one thousand years ago' No one is sure when aI Idrisi d|ed but
it is most Irke]y he d|ed in 1165 or 1166. . o

*A map formed by projecting a sphere onto a plane

**The map below has been |nverted to proper North South direction.
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